
/ '/-.

THE CONFEDERATED SAL ISH AND KOOTENATH\EilUNANCIE
OF THE FLATHEAD NATION

P.O. BOX 278
Pablo, Montana 59855

(406) 275-2700
FAX (406) 275-2806

willw.cskt.clrg

Exhibit No.

BillNo.

Date

A Confederation ol'the Salish.
Upper Pend d'Oreilles
and Kootenai Tribes

TR]BAL COUNCIt, MEMBERS;
James Steele Jr. * Chairnran

E T'. "Bud" Moran - Vice Chair

Steve Lozar * Secretary

Jim Malatare - Treasurer

Joc Durglo

Car'clle Lankltrrd

Michel Kenrriillcr

Rcubcn A. Mathias

Charles L. Mor-igcau
'fcrry L. Pitts

Morch 17,2010

Senqie Finqnce qnd Cloims
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Deor Honoroble choirmon Dove Lewis, vice choirmcn Rick Ripley ond
Vice Choirmon Dovid Wanzenried:

RE: confederoled solish ond KootenqiTribes sfofemenl on proposed
Heolth ond Humon services (HHs) Budget Reductions - HB 2

This letter is written to oddress the serious issues with the proposed Heolth
ond Humon Services budget ond progrom reductions.

We will first oddress the issues reloted to reductions in heolth core ond
then comment on proposed reductions in the socicl services oreo.

Heqlth Concerns:

ln generol, lndion people hove higher heolth risks ond poor heolth. Mony
of our Tribol members do not hove regulor physicions nor do they routineiy
seek regulor (non-emergency) heolih core.

As the heolth core services ore redefined, more Indion people ore
disenfronchised from the heolth core continuum. As o result, their overoll

!::llffi:ndiiion 
dectines ond occess ro rouiine (non-speciotized) core

Any chonge in Mediccid services ond poyments hos o detrimentol
impoct on Indian people ond poor people in generol. There ore mony
individuols in Montono who quolify for Medicoid services ond who need ii.



Montono citizens deserve the support of ihe stote in providing bose line
heolth core. Absent stote support, mony services (ony poyments) foll
bock to the Tribes without necessory reimbursement. Or, the service is
provided ond ihe locol physicions ond hospitols, like ihe Tribes "eot" the
cosi.

As services and poyments chonge, our obility to guide ond refer o potieni
for core becomes more comolex.

Polenliql Sociol Services lmpocts:

In review, the proposed sociol services reductions will hove o devosioting
impoct on the children in core ond on the core providers. The fosler core
system is o frogile system serving the most vulneroble - children wilhout
oorenls.

To lose the clothing ollowonce for children in core (CFDS 95304) will only
further ostrocize those children. Children (ond core giving fomilies) will
hove less finonciol resources ond os o result, will look further out of ploce.

These funds do not provide for "luxury items". They ore used for necessities
ond bosic core items. Ihe Tribes will no1 be oble to reploce these funds.
All fosier core children will suffer with this oction.

To reduce the medicol subsidy for children ploced in odoptions will be
devostating. Mcny times these children hove high medicol needs.

Adoptive fomilies will be less willing to toke on o child with speciol needs if
these services ore discontinued. This ociion con promote extended foster
core - no odopiions (CFDS 95302).

To use o reol life exomple, o mole Tribol child wos token into foster core oT
eighl (B) hours old. His mother gove birth ond left him oi the hospitol. She
did receive ony pre-notol core during her pregnoncy.

The child wos ploced into foster core cnd due to consideroble drug ond
olcohol use by his mother; he wos physicolly unoble to hold his formulo
down, His muscle tone wos so weok he could noi hold food down, nor
could he crowl, nor stond, nor wolk, His feet ond regs did not hove
enough strength to hold his ihin body up.



This child needed physicol theropy, speech theropy, ond occupotionol
iheropy for o three yeor period before he wos oble to overcome the
impocts of his mother's drug oddictions.

To lose ihe medicol subsidy for odoptions is to deny medicol services to
children, like the one described obove. This offects Indions ond non-
Indions olike.

All over Moniono, children through no fouli of their own, enter life with
huge physicol ond emotionol chlllenges. To deny the mediccl subsidy
for odoptions is to prolong the borriers. Ihis is onother oreo thot resulis in
o medicol cosi shift to Tribol Heolin.

The proposed GFSD 95303 reduces foster core operoting expenses ro o
level thot will couse hordships to children, fomilies ond ihe providers in the
syslem. workers will hcve less troining ond less resources. These
proposed cufs will dismontle the system of care ond the workers wno
hove foithfully served the Stote.

In our opinion, the liobilily of the Stoie of Montono will increose os rne
foster core funds thot serve frogile fomilies decreose. The siote occepts
responsibility for the CARE of the children ond the CARE should be or o
level we provide io our own fomilies ond children.

Before voting on ony reduction osk yourself - would I do thot to my child?
would I do thot to my niece or nephew, if they were in need of services,

These ore your children * ihey ore Montono's children. The sociol services
reductions need to be reconsidered ond full funding restored.

Any reduction thot reduces medicor core to needy ond deserving
Montono citizens needs to be reconsidered.

Heollhy Montqno Kids (formerly CHIpS)

In preporing the stotement io oddress the devostoting cuts in HB 2, it feels
like the legisloture is out of touch with the needs of qll Montonq citizens.

Agoin, ony reduction to ihe Heolihy Monlono Kids progrom will impoci
fomilies ond children who ore borely
survivino.



This progrom ossists individuols who ore working ond who ore trying. To
reduce o progrom thol works for working fomilies ond children is
disoppointing.

LIHEAP Funding

On Februory lOth we understond thot ihe committee voted io nol occept
far{arnl fr rnAinn fOf LIHEAP,rvvvr vt rvr rvu lv I

This reduces the funding ovoiloble io oll poor people ond people who ore
woiting for the economy to rebound. This ogoin impocts those yvhq
need your leodership ond finonciol support the most.

Mony of you return to o worm house eoch night. Mony of you ore oble
to poy your utility bill. HB 2 horms fomilies who ore noi os fortuncte.

Monlqno's Velerons

I understond HB 2 ond the committee recommendotions would send
vouchers to Veterons insteod of hoving them served in estoblished
Veterons homes.

You ore chonging the woy our most treosured citizens ore being served.
You ore breoking promises to those who hove risked life ond limb to
protect us. This needs to be reconsidered.

Honor the promises to those who served this country ond this stote with
honor ond distinction, including the mony mony Tribol members who
served in the militory.

In summory, the proposed HB 2 reductions ore not needed os the money
to provide the services to needy people is there. The proposed reductions
ore irresponsible.

The proposed reductions impoct heolth core providers, persons seeking
heolih core, clothing for needy children, medicol suppori for odoptive
children, veierons occess to heolth core, speciol needs children, heoiing
ossistonce for low income people ond the employees who serve foster
core providers ond children who ore left by their fomilies.

The people who elected you ore being hurt, Over hqlf of the Stote of
Montono survives of or below the poverty level.
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Your proposed octions will negotively impoct ihose most vulneroble -
women, children, children with speciol needs, elders,
Veterons ond working fomilies.

Pleose reslore full funding oll oreos of HB 2 ond in poriiculor, those oreos of
the Heolth ond Humon Services budoef.

Choirmon's communicoiion

Senotor Debby Borrett
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Senotor Toylor Brown
Senofor Edword Buttrey
Senotor Mory Coferro
Senotor Steve Gollus
Senotor Brod Homlett
Senotor Bob Howks
Senotor Llew Jones
Senotor Jim Keone
Senotor Alon Olson
Senotor Joson Priest
Senoior Jon Sonjr,
Senoior Edward Wolker
Senotor Corol Willioms
Senotor Rvon Zinke
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